
Third Sunday of Easter Homily 2017 
 

Breaking Bread, Breaking Open Our Lives 

 

First Holy Communion next weekend at all the Masses!  We get to come and 

rejoice with our children who are receiving our Lord for the first time in His Body 

and Blood.   

 

The Gospel about the disciples on the road to Emmaus is one of the best 

summaries we have about celebrating Eucharist.  We bring all that we have and are 

with us when we come to Mass:  the disciples “were conversing about all the 

things that had occurred.”   

 

The story of faith is proclaimed in the Liturgy of the Word:  they told the 

“stranger” what had occurred in Jerusalem.  The homily interprets life in the light 

of the Word of God, “he interpreted to them what referred to him in all the 

Scriptures.”  We become aware of Christ’s presence in our midst, “Stay with us.”  

And in the Liturgy of the Eucharist we recognize him in the breaking of bread, sent 

forth to share our faith, “They set out at once…and recounted what had taken 

place.”  Celebrating word and sacrament transforms us to take Christ to the world 

and see with new eyes.   

 

In the Acts of the Apostles, Peter tells the story of Jesus and connects it with all the 

scriptures to help his hearers see who Jesus was and to invite their faith in him.  In 

the second reading Peter exhorts his hearers to live differently because of their 

faith:  put your faith and hope in God who judges impartially.    

 

Today we are invited to reflect on our lives in the light of the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Where does what we hear and celebrate make our 

hearts burn?  How does celebrating the liturgy help us know Christ’s presence as 

clearly as those disciples did on the road?  How do we proclaim the good news of 

the Gospel in ways that invite others to live differently and come to know Christ in 

the breaking of our lives?   

 

Walk with us along the journey of life, Lord, not as a stranger but as the one who 

makes our hearts burn with love for you and a desire to be your messengers to the 

whole world.    


